Criteria for Evaluating Information Sources

Accuracy 

· is the information accurate?

· are the facts verifiable? 

Authority 

· who is the author?

· what is the author’s expertise?

· is the publisher or web site sponsor reputable? 

· can you determine the source of the information? 

Objectivity  

· is an opinion presented, does the information seem biased? 

· is the information presented in a way intended to sway opinion? 

· is positive and negative evidence treated equally? 

Currency 

· when was the information produced and/or published? 

· is the evidence recent enough to still be relevant? 

· is it possible to find more recent information on the topic? 

Scope

· what topic is covered?

· how in-depth is the material?

· what is offered here that couldn't be found elsewhere? 
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