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Submit a research plan: (what I am going to do)

· This is the question being addressed (and why?)

· These are the resources I plan on using

· I spoke with ____, the [department’s library liaison/the reference librarian] and this is the approach s/he suggested: _________________

Research Log: (how I did it)

· This is the question I addressed

· These are the search terms I used in my library search

· This is who I talked to

· These are the databases, journals, and books I consulted

· These resources worked

· These resources didn’t work

Metalearning Essay: (what I learned about doing research; often done as an in-class essay)
· What problems did you encounter in your research?

· Where did you locate the resources (Google, IUCAT, EbscoHost, CSA Illumina)

· What was the most important thing you learned?

Peer Conferencing: (done mid-semester)

· Peer reads the work thus far and answers several written questions:

· What is the topic or question being addressed?

· What do you like about the writing?

· What is confusing or lacking details?

· Writer comes back with a plan for addressing the confusion

Comparison or Alternate Assignment:

· Assign topic

· Specify 3 specific resources (encyclopedias; specific journal articles; different points of view – e.g. liberal vs. conservative or Christian vs. Muslim)

· Student writes a critical annotation on how each resource approached the topic, including length, depth, and extent of bibliographic notes.

Compare Past and Current Resources:

· Assign topic

· Compare the literature of the 1950s with that of today.

